TODMORDEN TOWN COUNCIL

ANNUAL REPORT

2008

The Annual Town Meeting is held in April each year.
This is the occasion when Committee Chairs report on
the activities of their Committee in the past year and
give their proposals for the following year. Itis also the
opportunity for registered voters to raise matters of
importance in the town.

This Annual Report is based on the reports given to the
Annual Town Meeting in April 2008.
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MAYOR’'S REPORT 2007 — 2008

CLLR PAMELA LALLY

As my Mayoral year draws to a close | would like to take the opportunity to thank the
many groups and organisations within the town that have invited the Consort and myself
to their events, we have been made to feel most welcome wherever we have been.
People often ask which events have been most enjoyed, and | can honestly say that
every one has been memorable in its own way.

We have enjoyed many evenings at the Hippodrome Theatre watching the very talented
actors of Todmorden produce a wide and varied range of plays, from the risqué “Witches
of Eastwick” to the traditional “Christmas Carol”

In June | was honoured to take the salute at the 25" Falklands Anniversary Parade
organised by the British Legion, unfortunately the weather was not kind and the barbeque
was a bit damp but thoroughly enjoyed all the same.

In August | was able to welcome the Britain in Bloom judges to the town, and | felt very
proud when Todmorden was awarded a Silver Gilt award. This was a recognition for all
the hard work and effort put in by the band of dedicated volunteers.

Autumn saw myself and family take a trip to Roncq to celebrate the 25™ Anniversay of the
Twinning of the two towns. We were hosted by French families and were made to feel
very welcome. Although there was a bit of Anglo - French competition on the Sunday
afternoon when, after rousing renditions of “Jerusalem” and “On llkley Moor Bah Tat” by
the English contingent and members of the Todmorden Community Band, our French
hosts conceded gracefully.

In a very busy December | was able to express, on behalf of the Town, a very warm
welcome to the Reverend Canon Owen Page and | hope that his time here will be as long
and successful as his predecessor.

In the New Year the Consort and | visited all the schools in Todmorden. The children
always seemed to come up with some very interesting questions, and at one local school
we were able to sample the delights of school dinners.

| would also like to express my thanks to my small but very busy fundraising team and |
believe that by the middle of May we will have raised in excess of £4,000 for the West
Yorkshire Forget-me-not Trust. The aim of choosing this charity was not only to raise
much needed funds to help towards the building of the new hospice, but also to heighten
the charity’s profile within the local community

I would also like to thank the Town Clerk and Assistant Town Clerk without whose help
and guidance the year would not have gone as smoothly as it has.

This year has been a memorable year for me in attending over 100 events. It has given
me the opportunity to experience most things that go on in this very special and unique
town and to meet some very individual and remarkable people as well.

I would like to say it has been an honour and a privilege to be the Mayor of Todmorden
and | would like to wish the incoming Mayor all the very best for their term of office.



AMENITIES COMMITTEE - Chair CLLR JOSEF REZ

Many concerns are taken up by this Committee regarding environmental improvements
and general amenity issues in the town and surrounding area. This year the Town
Council has pursued the ongoing problems in Centre Vale Park and will continue to press
for improvements. The Todmorden Centenary Way Walk has been enhanced by
replacement way-markers, funded by the Town Council, for the benefit of local walkers
and visitors alike

The Council owns and maintains Lobb Mill Picnic Site. This is a popular location all
through the year, with its easy access to the Rochdale Canal and hillside walks direct
from the car park. A central Todmorden open space known as Patmos Gardens is also
owned and maintained by the Town Council. Formerly the site of an old Chapel, the
Gardens provide a peaceful sitting area for all members of the community, with benches,
tree seats and a small play area.

The Council supports youth projects by providing grants to local organisations, such as
the Acorn Centre Todmorden. A local community transport scheme has also been
financially assisted by the Town Council, and the continuation of the Tourist Information
Centre has been assured by grant funding of £9,662 following the withdrawal of Local
Authority assistance.

Financial assistance has again been provided for the purpose of environmental
improvements to the Todmorden in Bloom Group, who continue to brighten up the town
with colourful floral displays. Todmorden represented Yorkshire in the ‘Britain in Bloom’
Competition in 2007 and achieved a ‘Silver Gilt' award, thanks to the hard work of the
volunteers and partnership working with other groups and agencies including the Town
Council. Spending on ‘Environment’ matters and grants this year totalled £5,428.

Local societies and groups have benefited via grants in respect of ‘Entertainment, the
Arts and Recreation ’ in the sum of £9,010, together with other grants totalling £17,490.
Thirty-one payments of Town Hall Hire Charge refunds of £5,712 have helped the town’s
societies and groups to help themselves by organising events in Todmorden Town Hall.
This also makes good use of the building.

In respect of crime prevention measures the Council’'s Town Centre CCTV System
comprises 5 dome-mounted cameras which are monitored 24 hours a day. Total costs
for this year were £26,141 but as Calderdale Council are in the process of integrating the
Borough’s network of cameras, this will ease the financial burden on the Town Council.
The Council has also entered into partnership with West Yorkshire Police Authority by
part-funding two additional Police Community Support Officers to work in Todmorden and
it is hoped that this extra provision will make a real difference in the prevention of crime
and also offer public re-assurance.

The annual Mid-Pennine Arts Schools’ Tour has again been arranged on the Council's
behalf. This is always much appreciated and Mid-Pennine Arts continue to provide
guality educational entertainment. A further five children’s Christmas Light designs were
made up into working lights and installed in time for the Christmas ‘switch-on’ event in
November 2007. The growing number of new lights provide a welcome and colourful
change to the town centre display. This year's ‘Design A Light’ competition was again
popular with local schools and a large number of entries were received. A further five
winning designs have been chosen and these are to be made into operational Christmas
lights.



DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE - Chair CLLR JULIE STANSFIELD

A very large part of this Committee’s work involves consultation and recommendation on
Planning Applications and there are therefore two meetings per cycle. Local concerns
are carefully considered by Members, especially when controversial Planning
Applications are submitted, or in neighbouring authorities where there would be an impact
on Todmorden and its environs. This has been the case regarding the recent wind farm
applications, where the Council, as consultee, has universally recommended refusal of
permission due to fears of visual intrusion, loss of tourism and wildlife habitat, together
with worries surrounding old mine workings in the region and other concerns.

During the year the Council’'s existing Moorlands Policy has been reviewed and now sets
out Todmorden Town Council’'s position on topics such as wind farms, moorland mining
and other environmental issues.

Representatives from Calderdale Council and other visitors as considered appropriate
are invited to address the Committee to speak on a variety of issues and concerns, and a
training session by Calderdale Council Planning and Enforcement Officers on the role of
the Town Council in the planning process proved a useful stimulus to new and current
Members.

Many areas are dealt with by this Committee, such as footpaths and obstructions, bus,
rail and transport issues in general, together with redevelopment and other matters. Two
particularly successful Development Committee campaigns have recently been waged -
firstly on the need for a crossing near the Garden Centre at Rochdale Road, Walsden,
which is scheduled for installation in the summer of 2008 and, secondly, the ongoing
campaign for improvements at Clough Road, Walsden. Repairs to the culvert at Clough
Road are now complete and hopefully this will alleviate the flooding problems associated
with the location.

Overall the Committee tries to keep alert to the general concerns of the public in the
areas covered by it.
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GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE — Chair CLLR CHERYL STOVIN

Council administration is dealt with by this Committee, in areas covering finance, staffing,
standing orders, the mayoralty, electoral matters and town twinning. The Committee has,
this year, addressed issues relating to Mayoral security, and also pressed the Local
Authority for information on the future of the Town Hall. Plans are now underway to
recruit a community development worker to identify environmental and community
projects and make funding applications.

‘Communication’ issues addressed via this Committee help to raise the profile of the
Town Council through its Website, Annual Report booklet and quarterly Newsletters.

Annual meetings are held with representatives of the Emergency Services and prove to
be a useful forum to discuss issues of importance to the electorate, such as police
presence and adequate fire service and ambulance provision.

The Town Council also administers a small trust which, through the Todmorden Municipal
Educational Foundation, provides small educational grants to help young people in their
studies. This year seven awards totalling £2,100 were granted to local students.

The Council is represented on many bodies on which its input can be useful and takes
Members into areas of concern for the town and its electorate. This is a valuable part of
Town Councillors’ work.




QUALITY
TOWN
COUNCIL

The Quality Parish and Town Council Scheme was launched in June 2003, following the
publication of the Government’'s 2000 Rural White Paper. The scheme was designed to
provide benchmark minimum standards for parish and town councils and enable them to
better represent the communities they serve. The scheme also aims to promote
enhanced relationships between local councils, principal authorities and community and
voluntary sector organisations.

Achieving Quality status demonstrates that a council has met certain standards expected
from an effective, representative and active parish or town council. In order to gain the
award, parish and town councils must demonstrate that they have reached the standard
required by passing several tests. The tests, which are summarised below, exceed the
statutory duties of parish and town councils.

Electoral Mandate
Qualifications of the Clerk
Council Meetings
Communications

Annual Report

Accounts and

Code of Conduct

Todmorden Town Council achieved Quality Council Status in April 2007



